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carrying on the Sabbath and the laws of a public fast, one is 
accustomed to follow the view of R. Meir.” 


R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Yohanan: “Also with regard to the 
rules governing the reading of the scroll of Esther, all are accustomed 
to follow the view of R. Meir.” 


R. Helbo, R. Mattenah, Yosé bar Menasia in the name of Rab: 
“Whether in accord with the view of him who says, ‘The whole thing’ 
or of him who says, ‘From, There was a certain Jew,’ or of him who 
says, ‘From, After these things,’ it is on condition that the person read 
from a complete scroll” [cf. T. Meg. 2:9E]. 


[E] R. Helbo, R. Mattenah, Yosé bar Menasia in the name of Rab: “If 
[the scroll of Esther] was written as are Pentateuchs [in that the 
five scrolls were in a single scroll], they do not read [from such a 
scroll] in public.” 


[F] Said R. Tanhuma, “It is because of the ordinary fellow [who will 
not realize that this is not merely another prophetic lection].” 


[G] Ullah Biriayyah, R. Eleazar in the name of R. Haninah: “It is 
necessary to read the scroll at night and to repeat by day.” 


[H] [Since G uses the language of “repeat,”] they assumed that 
the meaning was to repeat the Mishnah concerning the 
scroll [hence: read the Scroll at night and repeat the 
Mishnah-tractate dealing with the scroll of Esther the next 
day]. 


[I] Said R. Abba Mari, the Babylonian, “The meaning is to 
repeat the reading of the scroll the next day.” 


R. Berekhiah, R. Helbo, Ulla Biriayyah, R. Eleazar in the name of R. 
Haninah: “In time to come the Holy One, blessed be he, will be made 
into the head of the dance of the righteous in time to come.” 


[B] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[C] “Consider well her ramparts” (HYLH) — “Her dance” is what is 
written. 


[D] And the righteous will point to him in a gesture of respect with 
their finger and say, “That this is God, our God for ever and ever. 
He will be our guide for ever” (Ps. 48:14). 


[E] “He is our guide almuth” — with youthfulness, with liveliness. 


